
President message...  

Happy St. Patrick’s Day to everyone. 

I hope everyone survived the snow and cold weather. We haven’t had snow like this for awhile and we were 
spoiled. Soon we will be looking for some cool weather with Spring coming. 

We haven’t filled all the meeting dates for this Year, sorry to say. We have no location for March or October, 
for 2026. The next general meeting will be April 24, at Hillcrest Fire Department 374 North Main Street Spring 
Valley New York.

Our annual Memorial Service is Sunday, May 17, 2026, at the Bergen County Fire Academy 281 Campgaw 
Road Mahwah N.J. at 1pm. Refreshments served after the service is over. For those of you that never attended 
this, we honor our Sister’s and Brother’s from Bergen and Rockland Counties, who left us and joined Heavens Fire 
Department.

This Year one person we will honor is the Associations Secretary Rosemary Wyer. Rosemary was a Firefighter 
from Haworth N.J. since 1979. 

We couldn’t get any Town to host the Convention June 5th so the Association was able to get the use of St. 
Joseph Gym 300 Elm Street in Oradell N.J. this Year. The dates open for 2027 meetings and Convention are the 
following: 

January 29 in Piermont N.Y...  February 26 is open. March 26 is open, April 30 is open. May 16 is the 2027 
Memorial Service at the Bergen County Fire Academy. June 4 is open for the Convention. September 24 is open. 
October 29 is open. November 19 is at New Milford Firehouse 680 Trenton Street New Milford N.J... It is the 
week before Thanksgiving. There are no Meetings in December, May, (the Memorial) June (the Convention) July 
and August.

Please help us with having a meeting at your Firehouse. If your Department or Company is a member of the 
Association and you host a meeting, the next Years dues are free for the Department or Company. Personal dues 
are still billed. If you host the Convention, you get an allowance of $2,500.00 for refreshments. 

This is the New Jersey and New York Volunteer Firemen’s Association of Bergen and Rockland Counties, and we 
would like to see more members from Rockland County attend meetings and host meetings. The Officers are here 
to answer questions if you have any. 

We are working on getting the web site up and running so everything will be posted there.

Stay safe

Tony Chiodo, President 
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
2026
March 27		  OPEN

April 25		  Hillcrest, NY.,  Either 374 North Maun St, Spring Valley, NY or 16 Thiells Mt. Ivy Road, Pomona, NY  Will be clarified in a later issue.

May 17		  Annual Memorial Service – Details to follow

June 5	�	�  WE ARE IN NEED OF A LOCATION FOR THE 2026 CONVENTION.  PLEASE CONTACT AN OFICER IF YOU CAN HOST A CONVENTION. SOME 
FINANCIAL HELP WILL BE AVAILABLE

September 25		 Norwood Fire dept. 602 Broadway, Norwood, NJ -  Refreshments served at 7:00 pm. Meeting starts at 7:30 pm.

October 30		  OPEN

November 20		  New Milford Fire Co. 2, 680 Trenton St., New Milford, NJ 07646 - Refreshments served at 7:00 pm. Meeting starts at 7:30 pm.

Past Chief Russell Fenn III, Elmwood Park Fire Department Company # 4

Stuart Gates, Past President and Life Member of Orangetown Engine Co 
#1 of the Nyack Fire Department. He was also Past President, Chaplain 

and 61 years Life Member with Wayne Hose Co. # 1   
Listings of deceased members is published based on their last address on record and may not 

be the same as the town in which they served.

The officers and members of the NJ & NY 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association extend 
their deepest sympathy to the families of 

our departed comrades:

Upcoming Meetings and Events
2025
January 15   New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, NJSFA office at 1711 Route 

34, Wall Twp., NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

January 15  NJNYVFA Executive Board meeting, River Edge Fire Company # 1, 
Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ – Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

January 18  New Jersey State Exempt Firemen’s Association Executive Board meeting, 
Maywood, NJ Senior Center, 1 Brook Street, Maywood, NJ.  Meeting 
starts at 10:30 a.m.

January 31  NJNYVFA meeting, Empire Hose Co. No. 1, 554 Piermont Avenue, 
Piermont, NY – Meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. 

February 15  NJNYVFA seminar at Bergenfield High School, 80 S. Prospect Avenue, 
Bergenfield, NJ.  Registration and check-in start at 8:30 a.m.  Seminar 
starts at 9:00 a.m. 

February 19  NJNYVFA Executive Board meeting, River Edge Fire Company # 1, 
Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ – Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

February 22  NJSFA Executive Board meeting.  NJSFA office at 1711 Route 34, Wall 
Twp., NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

February 28 NJNYVFA meeting.  

March 19  New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, Union County Fire Academy, 
Linden, NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

March 28 NJNYVFA meeting. 

March 29  NJNYVFA Beefsteak dinner and Comedy Show, Montvale, NJ firehouse, 35 
West Grand Avenue, Montvale, NJ.  Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

April 25 NJNYVFA meeting.  

May 18  NJNYBFA Annual Memorial Service at the Bergen County Fire Academy, 
281 Campgaw Road, Mahwah, NJ.  Service starts at 2:00 p.m. 

May 21  New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, Bergen County Fire Academy, 
281 Campgaw Road, Mahwah, NJ.  Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

June 6  NJNYVFA Annual Convention at the Lyndhurst Fire Department, 299 
Delafield Avenue, Lyndhurst, NJ.  Convention starts at 8:00 p.m.
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 2025 500 CLUB 50/50 RAFFLE 
Our New Jersey and New York Volunteer Firemen’s Association Inc. 
has announced that plans are being finalized for our association’s 
first ever 500 Club 50/50 Raffle to be held December 6th, 2025 at 
the Upper Saddle River, NJ Firehouse.  Raffle tickets will be sold for 
$100.00 each.  Only 500 tickets will be sold.  For the 2025 500 Club 
50/50 Raffle.  
Tickets will be sold on a first come first served basis.  Purchasers may 
select any number between 001 and 500.  Once a number has been 
purchased no one else will be able to select that number.  To obtain a 
numbered ticket for the 2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle a check in the 
amount of $100.00 made payable to the NJNYVFA. Please send to 
246 B Livingston Street, Northvale, NJ 07647-1910.  
The association had to secure a raffle license from the NJ Division of 
Games of Chance and obtain permission from the Borough of Upper 
Saddle River in order to hold the raffle.  Trustee Pat Bertollo and Mayor 
Arman Fardanesh, a former USRFD fire chief were instrumental in 
securing the permissions needed to hold the raffle in Upper Saddle 
River at the Firehouse.  
Funds generated by the 2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle will go for 
scholarships offered by our association including college scholarships 
awarded at the annual convention, training scholarship and 
membership scholarships for new firefighter training graduates.  

Our NJNYVFA members and family are encouraged to purchase
2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle Tickets

Thank you
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The officers and members of the NJ & NY Volunteer Firemen’s Association extend their deepest sympathy to 
the families of our departed comrades:

FIRST FEMALE FIREFIGHTER IN BERGEN COUNTY 1979
AND NEW JERSEY & NEW YORK VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION SECRETARY

ROSEMARY WEYER  
Rosemary (née Guarino) Weyer was born on December 6, 1938, to parents Joseph and Rose Guarino in Tenafly, New 
Jersey. She passed away on Friday, February 6, 2026, after a short battle with pancreatic cancer. She was predeceased 
by her parents; her aunt, Laura; sisters, Gloria, Jean, and Gilda; her brother, Edward; her niece, Susan; and her nephews, 
Anthony and Charlie. She is survived by her brother, Joseph; her daughters, Lauralyn Amoral (Geoffrey) and Ellen Taylor 
(Ross); her son, William “Billy” Weyer; and her grandchildren, Nicole Amoral (Christopher Minck), Jack Taylor, Emily 
Taylor, Cody Weyer, and Samantha Weyer; and many nieces and nephews.

Rosemary graduated from the Englewood School of Nursing and later attended Union College to receive her Paramedic 
Certification. She worked in an OBGYN office for thirty years before becoming a paramedic for six years. After her career 
in nursing and emergency services, Rosemary began nannying for the Czuj family, whom she lovingly considered her 
second family.

She was always in service to those around her, joining the Haworth Fire and Ambulance Department in 1979. Her family 
is proud to say she was the first female firefighter in Bergen County, becoming a true trailblazer in her community. She 
served in many roles, including President of the Englewood Hospital School of Nursing, Captain of the Ambulance Corps, 
and life member and Secretary of the NY/NJ Volunteer Firemen’s Association and the Haworth Fire Department. You 
could always find her volunteering at any Haworth event.

Rosemary later became known to most as “Granny,” one of her favorite roles. She loved playing games with friends and 
family, including Rummikub, Yahtzee, and many card games. She was a woman of many talents-an extremely gifted 
knitter and a phenomenal bowler who participated in many leagues and often beat her family during outings. She loved 
all things Elvis, doing crossword puzzles, and reading. She never missed an opportunity to be there for her loved ones, 
attending every graduation, play, concert, football, soccer, softball, and basketball game with pride, joy, and her cowbell 
in hand.

To know “Granny” was to love her. She will be missed by all who know her. Her legacy will live on through the first aid 
classes she taught, the lives she saved, and the memories she made.

In lieu of flowers, Rosemary requested that donations be made to the Haworth Fire Department and the Haworth 
Ambulance Corps.



The officers and members of the NJ & NY Volunteer Firemen’s Association extend their deepest sympathy to 
the families of our departed comrades:

CHARLES LESCHHORN OF HASBROUCK HEIGHTS 1943-2026  
Charles John Leschhorn, 82, of Hasbrouck Heights, passed away on February 11, 2026.

Born and raised in Carlstadt, Charles worked as a Maintenance Supervisor for the Bergenfield Free Public Library for 27 
years before retiring in 2013. Earlier in his career, he was employed by Two Guys and Vorando.

Charles proudly served with the Carlstadt Fire Department, Engine 1, from 1966 to 1974 and was Captain from 1971 to 
1972. He was also a member of the EMS and an Exempt Fireman.

Beloved husband of 58 years to Edith Ann (nee Copp) Leschhorn. Loving father of Michelle Vining and her husband 
Joshua. Dear brother of Mary Kronyak and her husband Dennis Kronyak, Sr. Caring uncle of Dennis, Michael, and their 
families.

GEORGE E. VOLLMER  
Northvale Police Chief George E. Vollmer (Ret.), 90, a lifelong resident of Northvale, NJ, passed away at home 
surrounded by the love of his family on Monday, February 16, 2026.

His commitment to service extended far beyond the police department. George was a life member of the Northvale 
Volunteer Fire Association and served as Fire Chief from 1979 to 1980. He was also a member of the Northvale Exempt 
Firemen’s Association and a life member of the New Jersey State Firemen’s Association. He was also a life member of 
the New Jersey and New York Volunteer Firemen’s Association.

ROBERT MacDONALD  
December 28, 2025: It is with heavy hearts the WRFD announces the passing of Exempt Firefighter Robert MacDonald, 
74, on December 28, 2025. Bob was a Wood-Ridge fireman from June 1972 to August 1983 and was assigned badge 
number 3. After leaving Wood-Ridge, he continued to volunteer with the Hasbrouck Heights, Haworth and Dumont Fire 
Departments. Bob was residing in Florida with his family. Bob was also a life member of the New Jersey and New York 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association.  Rest In Peace Brother.

PALISADES PARK FIREFIGHTER LOUIS CANNIZZARO 1943-2026  
Louis H. Cannizzaro passed away in 2025 in Galloway, New Jersey. He was the beloved husband of Irene Casas 
Cannizzaro, with whom he shared 58 years of marriage.

Louis proudly served his community as a Volunteer Fireman in Palisades Park, New Jersey for 39 years, attaining the 
rank of Fire Chief. In 1988, while serving as Department Chief, he was honored as Fireman of the Year.

An accomplished runner, Louis completed the New York City Marathon in 1980 and 1982, achieving a personal best time 
of 3 hours and 47 minutes.

STEPHEN PAUL BUSH, JR.  
Stephen Paul Bush, Jr., (77) of Greeley, PA, passed away February 20, 2026. He served at the Cedar Grove Post Office 
for 38 years. He is a member of the Moonachie Fire Department. 

Stephen was predeceased by his beloved wife, Linda. He is survived by three devoted children, Amy, Stephen, and Louis; 
as well as two cherished grandchildren.

Past Chief Russell Fenn III, Elmwood Park Fire Department Company # 4

Stuart Gates, Past President and Life Member of Orangetown Engine Co 
#1 of the Nyack Fire Department. He was also Past President, Chaplain 

and 61 years Life Member with Wayne Hose Co. # 1   
Listings of deceased members is published based on their last address on record and may not 

be the same as the town in which they served.

The officers and members of the NJ & NY 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association extend 
their deepest sympathy to the families of 

our departed comrades:

Upcoming Meetings and Events
2025
January 15   New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, NJSFA office at 1711 Route 

34, Wall Twp., NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

January 15  NJNYVFA Executive Board meeting, River Edge Fire Company # 1, 
Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ – Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

January 18  New Jersey State Exempt Firemen’s Association Executive Board meeting, 
Maywood, NJ Senior Center, 1 Brook Street, Maywood, NJ.  Meeting 
starts at 10:30 a.m.

January 31  NJNYVFA meeting, Empire Hose Co. No. 1, 554 Piermont Avenue, 
Piermont, NY – Meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. 

February 15  NJNYVFA seminar at Bergenfield High School, 80 S. Prospect Avenue, 
Bergenfield, NJ.  Registration and check-in start at 8:30 a.m.  Seminar 
starts at 9:00 a.m. 

February 19  NJNYVFA Executive Board meeting, River Edge Fire Company # 1, 
Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ – Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

February 22  NJSFA Executive Board meeting.  NJSFA office at 1711 Route 34, Wall 
Twp., NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

February 28 NJNYVFA meeting.  

March 19  New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, Union County Fire Academy, 
Linden, NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

March 28 NJNYVFA meeting. 

March 29  NJNYVFA Beefsteak dinner and Comedy Show, Montvale, NJ firehouse, 35 
West Grand Avenue, Montvale, NJ.  Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

April 25 NJNYVFA meeting.  

May 18  NJNYBFA Annual Memorial Service at the Bergen County Fire Academy, 
281 Campgaw Road, Mahwah, NJ.  Service starts at 2:00 p.m. 

May 21  New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, Bergen County Fire Academy, 
281 Campgaw Road, Mahwah, NJ.  Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

June 6  NJNYVFA Annual Convention at the Lyndhurst Fire Department, 299 
Delafield Avenue, Lyndhurst, NJ.  Convention starts at 8:00 p.m.
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 2025 500 CLUB 50/50 RAFFLE 
Our New Jersey and New York Volunteer Firemen’s Association Inc. 
has announced that plans are being finalized for our association’s 
first ever 500 Club 50/50 Raffle to be held December 6th, 2025 at 
the Upper Saddle River, NJ Firehouse.  Raffle tickets will be sold for 
$100.00 each.  Only 500 tickets will be sold.  For the 2025 500 Club 
50/50 Raffle.  
Tickets will be sold on a first come first served basis.  Purchasers may 
select any number between 001 and 500.  Once a number has been 
purchased no one else will be able to select that number.  To obtain a 
numbered ticket for the 2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle a check in the 
amount of $100.00 made payable to the NJNYVFA. Please send to 
246 B Livingston Street, Northvale, NJ 07647-1910.  
The association had to secure a raffle license from the NJ Division of 
Games of Chance and obtain permission from the Borough of Upper 
Saddle River in order to hold the raffle.  Trustee Pat Bertollo and Mayor 
Arman Fardanesh, a former USRFD fire chief were instrumental in 
securing the permissions needed to hold the raffle in Upper Saddle 
River at the Firehouse.  
Funds generated by the 2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle will go for 
scholarships offered by our association including college scholarships 
awarded at the annual convention, training scholarship and 
membership scholarships for new firefighter training graduates.  

Our NJNYVFA members and family are encouraged to purchase
2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle Tickets

Thank you
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The officers and members of the NJ & NY Volunteer Firemen’s Association extend their deepest sympathy to 
the families of our departed comrades:

THEODORE CONANT FORMERLY OF RUTHERFORD N.J. 1937-2025  
Theodore W. “Ted” Conant passed away peacefully in his home on December 5, 2025, after living a full life. He was 
born in Brooklyn, NY in 1937, grew up in Rutherford, NJ, raised his family in both Sparta, NJ and Richmond, VT, and 
retired in Hague (Silver Bay), NY after personally building his dream home there. His final years were spent in Raleigh, 
NC, closer to family, who he deeply loved.

Ted served his community as a volunteer EMT for over 32 years. During this time, he was known for his expertise with 
moulage (simulated injuries) for immersive medical training. His final act of service was to donate his body to the 
anatomical department at a local medical school for training the next generation of doctors.

A Memorial Service will be held at a time and place TBD. In lieu of flowers, please support your local EMS (fire/rescue/
first responders) with your time or donations.

LODI FIREFIGHTER DIES SAVING HIS DAUGHTER: 
‘HERO IN UNIFORM AND AT HOME’

A longtime Lodi volunteer firefighter and North Bergen father has died five months after he was struck by a car, 
leaving him with a traumatic brain injury. Pedro Manuel Jimenez, 44, of North Bergen, passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, Jan. 30, according to his obituary posted by Voorhees Funeral Home.

He is survived by his wife, Megan Dwyer-Jimenez; daughters Orla and Neila; parents Pedro Jimenez and Gladys 
Jimenez; siblings, Diosdada Cordero, Vickyana Jimenez, Jason Jimenez, Randy Jimenez, and Scarlet Jimenez; 
and his in-laws, Dennis and Laura Dwyer, Bryan and Christie Dwyer, Eamon Dwyer, and Joelle Ramirez; and 
numerous friends, colleagues, nieces, nephews, and loved ones,

Jimenez was a mechanic at North Jersey Truck Center and a 25-year-member of the Lodi Fire Department.

STEP BY STEP ON HOW TO SURVIVE A FLOOD
Floods don’t feel dangerous at first.

They feel slow.

Manageable.

Temporary.

That’s why they kill.

Water doesn’t need speed to win — it needs depth, pressure, and 
time.

Here’s how to survive a flood and stay functional while others panic.

What It Does

• Keeps you from being swept or trapped

• Prevents cold shock and exhaustion

• Protects mobility and decision-making

• Buys time until water recedes

• Turns chaos into controlled movement

Flood survival is about position and patience.

The Core Rule

Never fight moving water.

Never trust still water.

You survive floods by:

• staying upright

• staying dry when possible

• staying ahead of the rise

Flood Survival Basics (Field Method)

1. Elevation beats speed

Don’t outrun water.

Outclimb it.

Move to:

• upper floors

• rooftops

• high ground

Basements become traps fast.

2. Water hides danger

You can’t see:

• open drains

• debris

• missing ground

Six inches can knock you down.

Past Chief Russell Fenn III, Elmwood Park Fire Department Company # 4

Stuart Gates, Past President and Life Member of Orangetown Engine Co 
#1 of the Nyack Fire Department. He was also Past President, Chaplain 

and 61 years Life Member with Wayne Hose Co. # 1   
Listings of deceased members is published based on their last address on record and may not 

be the same as the town in which they served.

The officers and members of the NJ & NY 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association extend 
their deepest sympathy to the families of 

our departed comrades:

Upcoming Meetings and Events
2025
January 15   New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, NJSFA office at 1711 Route 

34, Wall Twp., NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

January 15  NJNYVFA Executive Board meeting, River Edge Fire Company # 1, 
Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ – Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

January 18  New Jersey State Exempt Firemen’s Association Executive Board meeting, 
Maywood, NJ Senior Center, 1 Brook Street, Maywood, NJ.  Meeting 
starts at 10:30 a.m.

January 31  NJNYVFA meeting, Empire Hose Co. No. 1, 554 Piermont Avenue, 
Piermont, NY – Meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. 

February 15  NJNYVFA seminar at Bergenfield High School, 80 S. Prospect Avenue, 
Bergenfield, NJ.  Registration and check-in start at 8:30 a.m.  Seminar 
starts at 9:00 a.m. 

February 19  NJNYVFA Executive Board meeting, River Edge Fire Company # 1, 
Kinderkamack Road, River Edge, NJ – Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

February 22  NJSFA Executive Board meeting.  NJSFA office at 1711 Route 34, Wall 
Twp., NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

February 28 NJNYVFA meeting.  

March 19  New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, Union County Fire Academy, 
Linden, NJ – Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

March 28 NJNYVFA meeting. 

March 29  NJNYVFA Beefsteak dinner and Comedy Show, Montvale, NJ firehouse, 35 
West Grand Avenue, Montvale, NJ.  Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

April 25 NJNYVFA meeting.  

May 18  NJNYBFA Annual Memorial Service at the Bergen County Fire Academy, 
281 Campgaw Road, Mahwah, NJ.  Service starts at 2:00 p.m. 

May 21  New Jersey Fire Safety Commission meeting, Bergen County Fire Academy, 
281 Campgaw Road, Mahwah, NJ.  Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. 

June 6  NJNYVFA Annual Convention at the Lyndhurst Fire Department, 299 
Delafield Avenue, Lyndhurst, NJ.  Convention starts at 8:00 p.m.
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 2025 500 CLUB 50/50 RAFFLE 
Our New Jersey and New York Volunteer Firemen’s Association Inc. 
has announced that plans are being finalized for our association’s 
first ever 500 Club 50/50 Raffle to be held December 6th, 2025 at 
the Upper Saddle River, NJ Firehouse.  Raffle tickets will be sold for 
$100.00 each.  Only 500 tickets will be sold.  For the 2025 500 Club 
50/50 Raffle.  
Tickets will be sold on a first come first served basis.  Purchasers may 
select any number between 001 and 500.  Once a number has been 
purchased no one else will be able to select that number.  To obtain a 
numbered ticket for the 2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle a check in the 
amount of $100.00 made payable to the NJNYVFA. Please send to 
246 B Livingston Street, Northvale, NJ 07647-1910.  
The association had to secure a raffle license from the NJ Division of 
Games of Chance and obtain permission from the Borough of Upper 
Saddle River in order to hold the raffle.  Trustee Pat Bertollo and Mayor 
Arman Fardanesh, a former USRFD fire chief were instrumental in 
securing the permissions needed to hold the raffle in Upper Saddle 
River at the Firehouse.  
Funds generated by the 2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle will go for 
scholarships offered by our association including college scholarships 
awarded at the annual convention, training scholarship and 
membership scholarships for new firefighter training graduates.  

Our NJNYVFA members and family are encouraged to purchase
2025 500 Club 50/50 Raffle Tickets

Thank you
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One foot can move a car.

If you can’t see your footing — stop.

3. Stay dry, stay warm

Floodwater pulls heat fast.

Wet clothing = rapid fatigue.

Use:

• loose outer layers

• water-shedding covers

• wind blocks

Cold kills focus before it kills the body.

4. Move only when it helps

Constant movement wastes energy.

Once positioned safely:

• conserve heat

• conserve calories

• observe water behavior

Floods rise fast — and fall slower.

5. Signal, don’t shout

Sound gets swallowed by rain and wind.

Visibility wins:

• light

• contrast

• motion

Make yourself easy to find without exhausting yourself.

Tips

• Never enter moving water for gear

• Avoid bridges — pressure builds there

• Watch debris flow to read current direction

• Floodwater is contaminated — avoid contact

Bottom Line

Flood survival isn’t strength.

It’s discipline.

Climb early.

Move deliberately.

Wait intelligently.

Water always wins against force.

You win with position.



FIRE REPORT SPARKS MASSIVE RECALL OF POPULAR LIGHT FIXTURES

More than 186,000 light fixtures are being recalled because of a design flaw that has been responsible for at least one reported fire.

PQL recalled about 186,520 High Bay Linear LED light fixtures, the Consumer Product Safety Commission said on Thursday, Feb. 26. The retaining 
pins that hold the LED board in place can degrade over time, allowing the board to come loose inside the fixture and potentially ignite.

According to the CPSC, there has been at least one report of a fixture catching fire. No injuries have been reported.

The recall covers several models of rectangular, white; metal light fixtures sold in 2-foot and 4-foot-wide versions. Model numbers are printed on 
the back of each unit.

The fixtures were available nationwide at LED Indy, Universal Lighting of America Inc., Independent Lighting, 
and online from January 2016 through June 2025. Prices ranged from $50 to $350.

Customers should stop using the recalled fixtures immediately and contact PQL for free replacement 
retaining pins. 

You can learn more about the recall on PQL’s website or by calling 805-416-5251.

FIRE REPORT SPARKS MASSIVE RECALL OF POPULAR LIGHT FIXTURES

Firefighting has a rich history in the United States, dating back to colonial times. Since then, fire departments have become crucial to modern 
society, providing critical emergency services to communities nationwide. From humble beginnings as volunteer bucket brigades to today’s modern, 
technologically advanced departments, these fire departments have played a vital role in protecting their communities and preserving the nation’s 
heritage. Join us on this journey through time as we delve into the fascinating stories behind some of America’s most historic fire departments.

8.	 The Bedford Fire Department

 	 Year Started: 1888

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): Andrew Klein

 	 Main Address: 315 Bedford Avenue Bedford, VA 24523

 	� The Bedford Fire Department has a long and proud history of serving the community of Bedford, Virginia. Established in 1888, the 
department has provided critical fire and emergency services for over 130 years. Stations: 14 The Bedford Fire Department played a 
significant role in the aftermath of the September 11th terrorist attacks in 2001.

7. 	 Lancaster City Bureau of Fire

 	 Year Started: 1882

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): Todd Hutchinson

 	 Main Address: 333 E King St, Lancaster, PA 17602-2902

 	� Stations: 6 The Lancaster City Bureau of Fire has served the Lancaster community since 1882. Under the leadership of Chief Todd 
Hutchinson, the department operates from 6 stations. In 1957, the Lancaster City Bureau of Fire became the first fire department in 
Pennsylvania to use a snorkel truck, a specialized firefighting vehicle equipped with an aerial platform extending up to 100 feet.

6. 	 Philadelphia Fire Department

 	 Year Started: 1871

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): Adam Thiel

 	 Main Address: 240 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, PA 19123

 	� Stations: 63 The Philadelphia Fire Department is one of the oldest and most storied fire departments in the United States, dating back to 
its founding in 1871. Before the establishment of the department, firefighting in Philadelphia was handled by volunteer companies, many 
of which were affiliated with political or social organizations. The department’s first fireboat, the Edwin S. Stuart, was commissioned in 
1890 and served until 1954. The Stuart was a steam-powered vessel that could pump up to 4,000 gallons of water per minute, making 
it a valuable asset in fighting fires along the city’s waterfront.

5. 	 Providence Fire Department

 	 Year Started: 1854

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): Derek Silva

 	 Main Address: 325 Washington St, Providence, RI 02903

 	� Stations: 12 The Providence Fire Department has been serving the people of Providence, Rhode Island, since its founding in 1854. At 
the time of its establishment, the city was rapidly growing and faced significant challenges in terms of fire safety. Before the creation of 
the department, firefighting in Providence was handled by volunteer companies, but these organizations were often poorly trained and 



equipped to deal with large-scale fires. The department’s first fire chief was Charles H. Smith, who served from 1854 to 1868. Smith was 
a pioneer in the field of firefighting, introducing new techniques and equipment to the department that helped to make it one of the most 
effective in the region.

4. 	 Portsmouth Fire Department

 	 Year Started: 1830

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): Nestor P. Mangubat

 	 Main Address: 311 County Street, Suite 200. Portsmouth, VA 23704

 	� Stations: 8 The Portsmouth Fire Department has been serving the city of Portsmouth in Virginia since its establishment in 1830. The 
department also pioneered Virginia, becoming the first to use motorized fire apparatus in 1897, replacing its horse-drawn equipment with 
a steam-powered pumper.

3. 	 Mount Holly Fire Department

 	 Year Started: 1752

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): Ryan Baker

 	 Main Address: James Buillard, 17 Pine St, Mt Holly, NJ 08060

 	 �Stations: 3 The Mount Holly Fire Department has a long and storied history, dating back to its establishment in 1752. Founded in what 
was then the small colonial town of Mount Holly, New Jersey.

2. 	 Boston Fire Department

 	 Year Started: 1678

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): Joseph Minehan

 	 Main Address: 115 Southampton Street. Boston, MA 02118

 	 � 35 The Boston Fire Department is among the oldest and most respected fire departments in the United States. Founded in 1678. The 
Boston Fire Department was the first department in the country to establish a training academy for its firefighters. The academy was 
founded in 1911 and has since become a nationwide model for fire service training programs.

1. 	 Fire Department of New York City

 	 Year Started: Originally 1648

 	 Chief (as of April 2023): John J. Hodgens

 	 Main Address: 61 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10020

 	� Stations: 254 The Fire Department of New York City (FDNY) is the oldest fire department in the United States. It was founded in 1648 as a 
volunteer firefighting organization known as the New Amsterdam Volunteer Fire Department. The department is responsible for protecting 
over 8.5 million people who live and work in New York City.�

OFFICIALS CALL FOR RELEASE OF FILES SHOWING NEW YORK CITY KNEW 
ABOUT 9/11 TOXINS

NEW YORK — City Council Speaker Julie Menin on Thursday demanded that “every single file the city has” regarding toxins swirling above 
ground zero following 9/11 be made public following a bombshell discovery of an internal city memo that proved the city feared the dangers just 
weeks after the terror attacks.

“My mother died from a 9/11 related cancer,” said Menin (D-Manhattan), who worked and lived just blocks from the World Trade Center in 
2001. “(After the attacks) the city told us to put wet clothes on our windows. They echoed what Christie Todd Whitman and others said that the air 
was safe.”

The discovery of the long-sought Harding memo, made public Wednesday, proves that the city, just weeks after 9/11, were bracing for potential 
lawsuits over “health advisories (that) caused individuals to return to the area too soon (causing toxic exposure or emotional harm).”

“If there ever was a smoking gun, this is a smoking gun,” Menin said about the memo at a press conference outside City Hall with Councilwoman 
Gale Brewer (D-Manhattan), FDNY union officials and attorneys for 9/11 survivors.

“It’s really shameful that this city hid this information and refused to disclose it. It’s unconscionable that the city hasn’t taken responsibility for 
basically lying to not only our first responders, but the whole downtown community.”

More than 140,000 first responders and survivors are now enrolled in the U.S. Center for Disease Control’s WTC Health Program, which provides 
9/11-related health care benefits. Out of that number, about 81,000 have a certified condition linked to the toxins that hung above ground zero.

On the day of the terror attacks, 343 FDNY members died in the collapse of the twin towers. Since then, an additional 424 members have died of 
9/11-related illnesses.



Survivor advocates and union officials are calling on Mamdani to release all the documents, something his 
predecessors dating back to Giuliani has failed to do, claiming that releasing the information could lead to 
lawsuits.

The unearthed memo won’t likely cause a flurry of lawsuits since first responders and survivors who are receiving 
help from the WTC Health Program and the 9/11 Victim Compensation fund have already signed waivers 
agreeing not to sue over their illnesses. More than 100,000 people have signed these waivers, officials said.

But the air quality studies conducted by the city more than 20 years ago could be imperative to learn more about 
the cancers that survivors are facing, advocates said.

“They lied to limit their liability and hid the records,” Andrew Ansbro, the president of the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association said about prior administrations. “They made a conscious choice to keep these cancers hidden 
instead of studying them. And now 25 years of mayoral sins are dropping on the mayor’s lap.”

“We’re saying to (Mamdani), do not make it your sin,” he said.

An email to City Hall regarding these requests were not immediately returned.

3-ALARM WAREHOUSE DRAWS MASSIVE MUTUAL AID RESPONSE 
IN MOONACHIE

A three-alarm warehouse fire sent heavy smoke over Bergen County on Friday, Feb. 27, authorities 
said.

Moonachie firefighters were dispatched to 1 State St., at 5 p.m. for a reported water flow alarm, 
the department said.

A responding police officer reported heavy smoke coming from the building moments later, 
prompting fire officials to strike additional alarms and call-in crews from surrounding towns.

Firefighters entered the warehouse and worked to put out flames involving foam products stored 
inside the building. Additional alarms were transmitted as crews worked to contain the fire and clear smoke from the structure.

The cause of the fire remains under investigation, officials said. Moonachie EMS and the Department of Public Works assisted at the scene, 
authorities said.

Fire departments from Little Ferry, Wood-Ridge, Hackensack, Paramus, Wallington, Rutherford, East Rutherford, Ridgefield Park, Hasbrouck Heights, 
and other mutual aid partners responded to assist, officials said.

SECOND ALARM FIRE REKINDLES AT ORADELL RESIDENCE

ORADELL, NJ, (February 08, 2026) - Firefighters are on scene battling a rekindled blaze in a private dwelling at 43 Poplar Ave, prompting a 
second alarm and mutual aid request from neighboring departments.

Fire Department On Scene w/ (Rekindle) fire in a Private Single-Family Dwelling, Company’s stretching lines, Mutual Aid Request.

Fire Department On Scene w/ (Rekindle) fire in a Private Single-Family Dwelling, Company’s stretching lines, Mutual Aid Request.

Crews stretched lines to combat the fire, which reignited early Feb. 8 at approximately 6:51 a.m. The incident underscores the challenges of fully 
extinguishing structure fires, with ongoing operations to secure the scene.

3-ALARM FIRE BURNS THROUGH LARGE HOME IN BERGENFIELD, NEW JERSEY

BERGENFIELD, New Jersey (WABC) -- A three-alarm fire burned through a home in Bergenfield, New Jersey early Thursday. The fire broke out 
around 5 a.m. on Roosevelt Avenue in the basement of the home. It quickly spread through all three floors of the home.
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RIDGEFIELD PARK COMMUNITY RALLIES AFTER 3-ALARM FIRE 
DISPLACES LOCAL FAMILY

RIDGEFIELD PARK, NJ — A local family is beginning the process of recovery today after a massive 3-alarm fire tore through their Euclid Avenue 
home on the afternoon of February 12. While the blaze caused significant damage, officials have confirmed that all residents and first responders 
escaped without injury.

Rapid Response to 2:30 PM Blaze

The Ridgefield Park Fire Department was dispatched to the residence at approximately 2:30 p.m. following reports of a fast-moving structure fire. 
Fire Chief William Lynn reported that crews initially battled the flames on the exterior of the building before moving inside to conduct an aggressive 
“interior attack” to quench the remaining hotspots.

The severity of the fire required a massive mutual aid response from across Bergen County. Fire departments from seven neighboring towns assisted 
in the containment and overhaul:

•	 Hackensack & Teaneck

•	 Bogota & Englewood

•	 Little Ferry & Leonia

•	 Hasbrouck Heights

•	 Safety First: No Injuries Reported

•	 In a fortunate outcome for such a large-scale incident, Chief Lynn confirmed that there were no injuries sustained by the family or the dozens 
of firefighters who braved the conditions. The exact cause of the Euclid Avenue fire remains under investigation by local fire officials.

•	 Support and Temporary Housing

•	 While the home is currently uninhabitable, the town of Ridgefield Park has stepped in to ensure the family is not left out in the cold. Fire Official 
Peter Danzo stated that the family found immediate shelter the night of the fire.

•	 The Ridgefield Park Office of Emergency Management (OEM) is currently working with the displaced residents to facilitate a temporary stay 
at a local hotel while they navigate the next steps of their recovery.

TRIVIA OF THE DAY 
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Which historical figure is known for creating 
the first printing press with movable type? 

Isaac Newton 

 

 Leonardo da Vinci 

  

Galileo Galilei 

 

 Johannes Gutenberg 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer is Johannes Gutenberg in 1440  in Germany. 

Answer is Johannes Gutenberg in 1440  in Germany.
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AFTER ACTION REVIEW = TACTICAL AGILITY
Jerry Knapp

It is a leader’s responsibility to conduct an After Action Review (AAR) 
following every time we go to work at alarms. FD Leaders may not 
have been trained to run an AAR. The National Wildfire Coordinating 
Group has come up with an ingenious and simple way to conduct an 
After Action Review (AAR). See their website for more details. 
They use three questions: What?...what did we do? 
So what?... what were the results of  the strategy and tactics we used? 
Now what?....Is that what we wanted to happen?...do we keep or 
change the tactic?
Here are the steps to help you run your next AAR.
1. What?
Begin by asking members to describe the alarm and desired outcomes.  
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an LEA, the NJDFS must be notified and the position filled within 45 
days.
The NJDFS has sent out anticipated revenue notices out for the calendar 
year 2025.
The issue concerning inspection, testing and maintenance of Fire 
Department Connections on limited access highways continues to 
be worked on.  Over two years ago it was discovered that these 
connections have not be subjected to inspection, testing or maintenance 
as required under the fire code and NFPA 25.  The NJDFS is working 
with the New Jersey Highway Authority (NJHA) and the South Jersey 
Transportation Authority )SJTA) to have the situation addressed.  The 
NJHA has responsibility for the New Jersey Turnpike and the Garden 
State Parkway.  The Atlantic City Expressway is owned and operated 
by the South Jersey Transportation Authority.
The other interstate highways are managed and operated by the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) such as Interstate Routes 
80, 295, and 195.
During the Advisory Council reports and the business section of the 
commission meeting, the following items were addressed:
Regarding proposed legislation (A4972) which would allow R-2 use 
group building up to six stories in height to have a single means of 
egress, the commission voted to oppose this legislation and recommend 
that it be withdrawn or defeated.
The commission voted to support passage of A4649 to establish a 
cancer screening program for volunteer firefighters in New Jersey.
The commission voted to support passage of H.R, 1797 in front of the 
US Senate.  This bill would direct the US Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to establish safety regulations for consumer lithium ion 
batteries.
Several members of the commission voiced opposition to the 
establishment of a new Fire Service Training Commission.  The 
overwhelming belief is that the existing Fire Safety Commission and 
its Training and Education Advisory Council can adequately address 
the needs of the fire service as they have done for the 40 plus years of 
there existance.  
The next meeting of the New Jersey Fire Safety Commission will be 
Janaury 15, 2025 at the offices of the New Jersey State Firemen’s 
Association in Wall Twp., NJ starting at 10:00 a.m. 

• What was the company/department main effort or assigned 
mission?

• What is the purpose of reviewing this event?
• What expectations do you have for this AAR?

2. So What?
Ask for member’s observations on what actions were effective and 
what actions were not effective or created tactical problems.

• So what are your general reactions after this event?
• So what specific things were difficult or created friction during 

the alarm?
• So what positive actions occurred during the event?

3. Now What?
Finish by identifying any proposed follow-up actions.

• Now what tactical learning points can we take away, sop 
sustains or changes?

• Now what follow up action should happen and by whom?
• Now what aspects should be worked on first?
• Now what would the consequence be if there is no follow-up 

action?
Keep this simple list on a card on the officer’s seat dash board, pull it 
down and run your next AAR on the back step.  It will help you lead 
your FD to building tactical agility.  

TRAINING PERSPECTIVE
Jerry Naylis   

Regardless of how long (or short) you’ve been in the fire service, now 
is an excellent time to consider and plan for what training you want 
to accomplish in the coming year.  The first thing you should do is to 
conduct a complete and honest self-assessment of your knowledge, 
skills and abilities (KSAs) with respect to your fire service career.  Far 
too many firefighters complete Firefighter I and think, that’s it – I am 
done.  The truth is nothing could be further from the truth.  Completing 
your initial firefighter training should just be the start of a lifetime of 
learning.
Ours is an extremely complex field of endeavor.  The world around us 
is constantly changing and each of us needs to keep up with all of the 
changes.  This is where ongoing and constant training comes into play.   
So, as you go through the mental checklist of your personal strengths 
and weaknesses ask yourself, where do I excel and where can I use 
a little improvement.  If you are a member of an engine company, 
when was the last time you devoted some time, effort and training to 
learn about the tasks and assignments of the ladder/ truck, or rescue 
companies.  The same thought process applies if you are in one of those 
other companies relative to engine company operations.  
Training can take on many faces.  One of the easiest is to read the 
publications that come out on an almost monthly basis.  Do you 
subscribe to and read the publications that are available?  Are they 
available at the firehouse.  Regardless of your age or how long you 
have been in the fire service, there is always something new to learn.  
When was the last time you picked up and read a fire service book?  Is 
this the year you do?  
Ask yourself, is there a new, better or improved way to accomplish 
a particular task or assignment on the fireground?  I recall that years 
ago a newer member started talking about the number of garden 
apartments we had in our jurisdiction.  We had long been using pre-
connected handlines and seldom thought about a better way to stretch 

a handline to a garden apartment fire.  This newer member had seen 
a concept used in another department for long stretches in garden 
apartment complexes.  What started as a kitchen table discussion 
evolved into research and a training exercise that encompassed 
pump operations, hydraulics, hose loads, and ultimately a change in 
operational procedures.  
When I served as a company officer, I tried to plan out my company 
drills for the coming months.  I planned an outdoor drill for when the 
weather was good and I always tried to have a backup indoor drill 
when the weather was uncooperative.  I looked to recent incidents 
to identify opportunities for classes.  You probably have a wealth of 
knowledge in your own firehouse if you only looked.  
Perhaps this is the year you decide to attend a seminar or class to 
improve your skill set.  I’ve often said if I learn at least one new thing my 
attendance was time well spent.  There are a multitude of seminars and 
classes available to us, many within a short driving distance.  There are 
also numerous training opportunities available online that can be taken 
virtually.  CFITrainer.net is one source of excellent training classes all 
at no cost.  The National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) has numerous 
training classes that you can take.  Check out their website at NVFC.
org.  In Bergen and Rockland Counties we have training facilities where 
we can hone our skills.  All we need to do is set aside some time to 
enhance your knowledge and skills.
One of the best training opportunities comes around once a year – the 
annual State Weekend at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland.  If you have never been to the NFA you should set your 
sights on signing up for and attending a class.   This year the 2025 
NJ Weekend at the National Fire Academy will be held Friday, May 
30th, Saturday, May 31st, and Sunday, June 1st, 2025.    The Real 
ID Act will be in effect to enter so you have to have a Real ID on your 
driver’s license.   There will be 7 classes to choose from.  If you have 
NJ DFS certifications you will also be able to earn CEUs for various 
certifications for attending specific classes.  

1. Residential Sprinkler Plan Review (Code Enforcement/Instructor 
credit)

2. New Fire Chief: Administrative Issues (Instructor credit)
3. Command & Control for Company-Level Operations (Instructor 

credit)
4. Introduction to Unified Command for All-Hazard Incidents 

(Instructor credit)
5. Building Resilience in Leadership: Strategies for Growth and 

Confidence (Instructor credit)
6. Safety for Hazardous Materials Incidents (Instructor credit)
7. Fire Investigation: Fire as a Weapon (Code Enforcement/

Investigator/Instructor credit)
We all need to be serious about continual training.  Firefighting and the 
service we deliver to the public are too important to be taken lightly.  
We should all commit to improving ourselves though the concept of 
lifetime learning.
Jerry Naylis is a 50 plus year member of the fire service having served in both career and 
volunteer fire departments.  He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Fire Science, an 
Associate in Applied Science degree, and a Master’s degree in Administrative Science.  
He is a NJ Division of Fire Safety certified Level 2 Fire Instructor and Live Burn Instructor 
in addition to his other certifications.  He has instructed throughout the United States, 
Canada and the United Kingdom on a variety of fire safety, fire protection, and fire 
investigation topics as well as on loss prevention and risk management.  He is a regular 
instructor, attendee, and participant at fire classes, seminars and conferences. 

NJSFA REPORT FOR JANUARY 2025   
The new year is upon us and it’s time to attend to many tasks relative to 
our local relief associations.   Elections for each local relief association 
should have been held in December and this month is when the new (or 
re-elected) officers take their positions.  
Task # 1 is to schedule a January meeting for your local relief 
association.  During this meeting the delegates for the annual convention 
in September can be selected and notification made to the state office 
in Wall Township.  Although not due until later in the year handling this 
task now gets it out of the way.
Task # 2 is for the treasurer to file the Fourth Quarter 2024 Relief Paid 
report.  This can be done on line and in most cases will likely take just 
a few minutes.  This covers any relief paid between October 1 and 
December 31.
Task # 3 is to file notice of all local officers with the state office in Wall 
Township.  Please make sure to include the email addresses of all 
local officers as this is the fastest and easiest way for the state office to 
communicate with local officers.
Task # 4 is to complete the audit of the treasurer’s books for 2024.  This 
needs to be completed so that the Financial Standing Report can be 
completed and submitted in a timely manner.  The local Audit Committee 
can be made up of any members of the local relief association.   It 
is recommended that the Audit Committee have at least three to five 
members, not counting the treasurer.
Task # 5 is for the treasurer to begin to complete the Financial Standing 
Report which is due in February.  As with all reports that need to be filed 
with the state office, deadlines creep up sooner rather than later so it’s 
always a good idea to get these reports completed well in advance of 
the due date.  There is no penalty for early filing, but there are substantial 
penalties for late filing.  The treasurer needs to confirm all deposits in 
order to complete the Financial Standing Report.  Remember to include 
interest income from any bank accounts that have been closed in the 
previous year (2024).  
Task # 6 is for the annual membership report to be completed.   This 
was referred to as the Green Sheets years ago.  This is the time to assure 
that all of your members are listed as members of the New Jersey 
State Firemen’s Association.  If someone is not a member, make sure 
they are given a membership application which should be completed 
including medical exam and notarized. Only use a current membership 
application.  This report is what provides credit for service towards 
becoming a Qualified Member.   Individuals must achieve 84 months 
of service to become achieve qualified member status. 
Task # 7 is to review the records retention schedule and retain records 
in accordance with the local records retention schedule.  A copy of this 
schedule is available on the NJSFA web site.  Different records have 
different periods of retention.  
Local relief associations must have a minimum of five meetings during the 
year.  Many local associations plan to have a reorganization meeting in 
January, a meeting in April to confirm delegates and alternates for the 
annual convention, a meeting in July when credentials are distributed 
for the annual caucus and the annual convention, a meeting in October 
to have all signatures done and approval of all expense checks for 
attendance at the annual convention and a meeting in December to 
elect officers for the coming year.  At the December meeting the relief 
secretary should have received written communications identifying 
individuals selected as representatives and trustees from the respective 
fire companies and the local exempt association if one exists for the 
jurisdiction.  If the fire department has multiple companies and the 
department has a president, that individual is a representative by virtue 
of the office.  The FD needs to send a letter confirming the name of the 
president.  The Fire Chief is also a representative by virtue of the office 
as well.   These letters need to be retained and available for inspection 
during the annual field audits.  
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