
VOLUME 55 Issue 10                                                                                  Friday, Dec 8, 2023 
 

 

 

 

“COMPLIMENTARY COPY” 

Editor Emeritus:  Stuart L. Gates, Stony Point, NY 10980 

Editor:  Sheryl Rose    Copy Editor:  John Kryger 

 
RCVFA BIO TOWN VP STONY POINT 

 
Chuck Larkin has over 30 years of service as a 
firefighter in Rockland County with Department 18, 
Department 26, and Department 51.  He is a Past 
President of Wayne Hose Co. #1 and currently 
serves as Corresponding Secretary.  Chuck is a new 
Life Member of the RCVFA and has 10 years of total 
service on the Board of Directors, serving as a 
Director for the Town of Haverstraw in the late 80’s 
and as a Director and Town Vice President for Stony 
Point since 2017. Chuck is also a Charter Member of 
the Rockland County Firefighters Emerald Society, 
serving as Secretary since 2018. He also is a 
member of the HVVFA, where he serves as Rockland 
County VP, and FASNY. 
 

Outside of the fire service Chuck has been involved 
in many community organizations throughout his life. 
He is a Life Member of the Stony Point Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps & served with Haverstraw 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps.  He is a Member and 
Past Vice Commander of the Sons of the American 
Legion, Post 1600.  A lifetime of service with the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 19, as a Scout and Adult 
Leader and he is a Vigil Honor Member of the Order 
of the Arrow. Chuck also served on the Rockland 
County USBC Bowling Board of Directors where he 
was a 2-time Past President, Life Member and 

member of the Rockland County and Northeast 
Council Bowling Halls of Fame. 
 

Born and raised in Rockland County, Chuck lives in 
Stony Point and has 4 adult children and 5 wonderful 
grandchildren. He also enjoys going on trips with his 
longtime girlfriend Alice. Chuck has had a 40+ year 
career in the Pharmaceutical-Healthcare Industry and 
currently works for PDI/Nice-Pak in Orangeburg as a 
Maintenance Support Supervisor. 

 

CARTOONS BY PETE CARNEY  

 
 

RCVFA CONVENTION UPDATES 
 

The Wayne Hose Co. 1, Stony Point has put in a bid 
to host the 2024 RCVFA Convention only to honor 
outgoing RCVFA President and 2nd Assistant Chief 
Kurt Mulligan. The approved request by the Board of 
Directors now goes to the membership at the 
December meeting at Nanuet. The 2025 Convention 
and Parade has been awarded to the Nanuet FD, 
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and the 2026 Convention and Parade will be hosted 
by the David B. Roche Fire Co.-Thiells. 
 

NEW JERSEY & NEW YORK VOL. 
FIREMEN'S ASSN. 

 

Roy De Young Jr.. is now the Past- President of the 
NJ & NY VFA. At this time our acting president’s 
name is Tony Chiodo. And his email is. 
ex11chief@aol.com. 
 

1930 FASNY CONVENTION 

 

 
The above picture from Jim Hartwick 
 

NOVEMBER FIRES 

Photo/C.Kear 

Nov. 8, 2023: 2227 hours Dept. 20 (Tallman) 19 E & 
99 (Suffern) Mahwah FAST structure fire 21S. 
Monsey Road. 2233 44=4 & 13 responding, 2233 20 
Command reports 2Frame dwelling fire, evacuated, 
heavy fire 1 side. 2237 44-9 responding. 2238 water 
on the fire, 2243 3 lines stretched, 2245 7=Engine 
(Monsey) to scene. 2247 Mahwah Co, 1 relocated to 
20-100, 2251 15-78 (Sloatsburg) relocated to 20-100, 
4 lines in operation. 2256 6-FAST (Hillcrest) to scene, 
2257 Main body of fire knocked down, all searches 
negative. 2325 Under Control.  
 

Nov.14, 2023: 0844 hours, Dept. 11 (Orangeburg) 1-
Engine (Blauvelt) 25-Ladder (S. Spring Valley) 13-
FAST (Piermont) structure 330 Blaisdell Road 
(Chromalloy)Outside structure extending to interior.  
0859 11-Comman 2nd alarm 16-9 (Sparkill) 21-
Engine (Tappan) 1-Engine (Blauvelt) 2-FAST 
(Central Nyack) 44-7 and 8 responding.0900 2-FAST 
and 16-99 relocated to 11-100. 0915 hours Under 
Control. 

 
                               Photo/R. Lagrow 

Nov.14, 2023: 0839 hours Dept. 19 (Suffern) and 20-
Engine (Tallman) structure fire 108 Yorkshire Drive 
Unit 16, Suffern. 0904 19-3 2nd alarm 5-Engine 
(Hillburn), 15-78 (Sloatsburg) Mahwah Engine and  
FAST.  44-7 responding from Dept. 11, 0911 light 
basement smoke, 0913 fire 2nd fl. Bedroom right side. 
0918 searches negative, 0937 Under Control. 
 

CSST 
WHAT? 
Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) is being 
used for natural gas and propane piping, replacing 
the rigid black pipe we are used to.  If you have taken 
the Tactical Response to Natural Gas Emergencies 
training and been to Leak St you have seen the 
excellent installation done by Charlie Prevot  
SO WHAT? 

mailto:ex11chief@aol.com
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When lightning strikes in the area of a building with 
CSST or the building itself the CSST can become 
energized with a zillion volts.  Where the CSST is 
close to metal objects like nails, pipes, gusset plates, 
it arcs creating an ignited gas leak with about a 6” 
flame.  Often there are multiple points of ignition in 
the basement creating a fast fire that extends into the 
first floor.  

   

 
  There have been three very tragic LODDs when 
FDs have attacked the first floor fire not knowing 
the basement is fully involved as well and 
structural members are weakened.  The attack 
team goes thru the door and thru the floor 
conducting an aggressive interior fire attack. 
NOW WHAT? 
 Two important considerations 

1.  Realize this stuff is all over your first due 

area (faster, cheaper, easier to install) and 

identify it by pre-planning inspections.  We 

often forget to look at basement levels during 

our walk thru. 

2.  Especially for lighting caused fires, consider 

that CSST maybe involved with multiple 

points of origin in the basement. 

 
New Constuction 

 
Rennovations 

  Insanity 
-Jerry Knapp 

 

IMPROVING YOUR HOUSE FIRE SEARCH 
TACTICS 

  Last month our Brother and Sister firefighters from 
the Fire Safety Research Institute (FSRI.COM) made 
available-- for free-- on line-- a short course on how 
best to lead as an officer and execute as a firefighter, 
search, fire attack and ventilation at house fires.  I 
strongly recommend you grab a cup of coffee, beer 
or soda, and sit back and take this training.  It makes 
a great company or department drill when you can’t 
do hands on.  All you have to do is click the mouse. 
  House fires are our most important alarm.  It is 
where we deal with the lives of civilians we are sworn 
to protect.  An American dies on average every 3 
hours or about 8 each day.  These deaths are 75% of 
all US fire deaths and they occur in their own home.  
Financial loss to house fires is about $8 Billion each 
year. 
  The program provides tactical considerations based 
on numerous live fires in fully furnished homes and 
there are lots of great videos.   These live fire tests 
showed how strategically and tactically important it is 
to both learn to control the flow paths while searching 
a residential fire and to use the interior doors to 
increase your chance of success and survival during 
the fire.  Sounds simple, and it is, after you learn 
how FSRI used the data to provide tactical 
considerations for your use at your next fire. 
 Like learning to drive a fire truck, you may not be 
able to take it all in so consider going thru the 
program a couple times.  The information you will 
gain on flow paths, bi-directional vents, fire 
development and flashover survival may save your 
life.  What you learn will help you size up your next 
house fire and help you evaluate conditions during 
search and fire attack to enable you to make a 
rescue or escape with your own life from these 
deadly fires. -Jerry Knapp 
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/ 

 

KORNFELD, REW, NEWMAN & SIMEONE 
 

Attorneys & Counsellors at Law 

Providing Legal services to fire districts and 

 Fire departments 

Also concentrating in Personal Injury, Real Estate, Estates, 

Matrimonial and Family Law. 
 

*****  
 

William S. Badura Frank T. Simeone 
             Of Counsel  
Scott A. Dow  Thomas J. Newman 
             Of Counsel 
Jerome S. Jefferson  
 

Robert E. Rew, Jr. (1912 – 1960) 
Thomas J. Newman (1928 – 2012) 
Jerome M. Kornfeld (1923 – 2012) 

 
139 Lafayette Avenue 

P.O. Box 177 
Suffern, New York 10901 

Phone: (845) 357-2660 
Fax: (845) 357-6977 

E-Mail: KRNE@KRNE.com 
 

 

/  

 

mailto:KRNE@KRNE.com
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DID THAT BUILDING JUST LAND FROM MARS? 
 

 No, it had been there 42 years.  My department was 
going to do a roof cutting drill at a local gas station 
that was slated for demolition.  When we went to 
prepare for the training we noticed the roof was 
spongy when we walked on it.  When we looked from 
below the roof rafters were as much as 10 feet on 
center and varied in construction.  Roof sheathing 
was 5/4” x 6” planks.  Had we cut the roof during a 
fire it is very likely we would have fallen to the 
concrete floor and been injured or killed.  See Jan 
Fire Engineering for the article:  “Did That Building 
Just Land From Mars?” Jerry Knapp 

 
 
 

If you would prefer to receive your copy of “The 
Trumpet” in an electronic version rather than the 
paper version, please send us your e-mail address. 
We will add you to our e-mail list and remove you 
from the snail mail list. Please contact Sheryl Rose at 
SherylERose58@gmail.com  
 

TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
You are searching the second floor of a working 
house fire.  Manpower is short and you are alone.  
Suddenly you find two victims, one on the bed one on 
the floor.  It’s just you, which one do you rescue first?  
Water is not on the fire yet, flashover is coming soon 
and it’s your call.  This is your once in a life time life 
and death decision.  
 

Are you looking for some great free training you can 
do on your own or even use for drill night when it is 
too hot or too cold to train hands on in gear?  Try this 
program: COORDINATION OF SUPPRESSION AND 
VENTILATION IN MULT-FAMILY BUILDINGS. 
(FSRI.ORG).   It is based on data collected during 
live fires in acquired structures.  These are very 
realistic fires the kind we face here in RC. 
 

This free training program builds on previous UL 
research (Residential Fire Attack).  As a technical 
panel member for this $1.5M project I can tell you if 
you want to be a better fire officer or firefighter and 
make better decisions at residential fires, this is 
required training.  Simply, it links live house fire 
condition measurements to our fireground 
experiences and they reinforce our tactics and 
strategies. These are summarized as tactical 

considerations for you to use at your next house 
fire. This training is available at the click of your 
mouse, easy to understand, has great videos and 
provides certificates for those who finish.  The 
RCFTC offers a 3-night program that utilizes the 
tactical considerations in these live fire studies to 
help you make better you a fire officer/IC at house 
fires. 
 

In Aug 2022 a select group of UL tech panel 
members (from all previous projects) will meet in 
Philadelphia to help guide UL’s future research 
projects like the two described above.  If you have 
any ideas on how UL should proceed to assist the US 
fire service, pls contact me at 
knappj@co.rockland.ny.us with your thoughts so I 
can share RC concerns and possibly help us get the 
knowledge you want via this well funded and 
important fire research. 
 

Which person did you save????  Here is the 
TACTICAL CONSIDERATION that will help you.  
Measurements of deadly toxic gasses collected 
during the fire attack study showed the victim on the 
floor has a much better chance of surviving, so take 
that one first.  The victim on the bed likely has 
inhaled more deadly products of combustion and will 
not survive. 
Please go to FSRI.ORG to take advantage of this 
world class training and tactical considerations. 

Jerry Knapp 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:SherylERose58@gmail.com
mailto:knappj@co.rockland.ny.us
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CALENDAR 
LISTINGS ARE FREE   845-364-8800  Deadline for Next Issue Last Wed. 12/27/2023 

Fri, Dec 8 ● RCVFA Next Meeting, 7:30 PM, at Nanuet FD, with Pres. Kurt Mulligan 

 ● First Day of Hanukkah  

Sat, Dec 9 ● Orangeburg Fire Dept, 13th Holiday Parade 6 PM 

Sun Dec 10 ● Hillburn FD Breakfast 8am-noon at Firehouse $10 includes: eggs, sausage, ham, home fries, juice, 

and coffee, Bloody Mary’s $1. 50/50, Firefighters only 

Tue, Dec 12 ● Voting for Fire District Commissioners 

Wed, Dec 13 ● RC Fire Police Assoc, 7:30 PM, at SW Johnson-Garnerville with Pres. Stewart Rhymer (Raffle 

Drawing) 

 ● RC Firefighters Emerald Society, 1930, at Pearl River Hook & Ladder, with Pres. Matt 

DeGennaro 

Sat, Dec 16 ● Cosgriff Ladies Auxiliary, Breakfast with Santa, Maple Ave, Haverstraw, 9-1 PM, $15 Age 11 & 

Up, $10 4-10 years, Under 3 Free, Photos with Santa, Mrs. Clause, free 

Thur, Dec 21 ● Fire Advisory Board, 7:30 PM, @FTC, (3rd Thur.), with Chairperson Lisa Castaldo 

Mon, Dec 25 ● Christmas 

Tue, Dec 26 ● Kwanzaa 

Wed, Dec 27 ● Deadline for articles for Trumpet 

Sun, Dec 31 ● New Year’s Eve, Don’t Drink and Drive! 

Mon, Jan 1, 2024 ● New Year’s Day 

Wed, Jan 10 ● RC Fire Police Assoc, 7:30 PM, at FTC, with Pres. Stewart Rhymer 

 ● RC Firefighters Emerald Society, 1930, at Central Nyack, with Pres Matt DeGennaro 

Thur, Jan 11 ● Museum Board, 7:30 PM, @FTC, with Chairperson Linda Wanamaker 

Fri, Jan 12  ● RCVFA Next Meeting, 7:30 PM, at Nyack Fire Patrol, with Pres. Kurt Mulligan  

 

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES 

Empire H&L, Upper Nyack 

Empire Hose Co., Piermont 

Orangetown Fire Co. 1, South Nyack 

Highland Hose Co. 5, Nyack 

SW Johnson SFE Co. 1, Garnerville 

Wayne Hose Co., Route 9W, Stony Point 

Sloatsburg Fire Dept. 

Lady Warren Hose Co. 5, Haverstraw 

 

NO DEC. MEETINGS 

RC Vol, Safety Officers Assn. 

RC Fire Chiefs Assn. 

RCVFA Ladies Auxiliary 

NJ&NY VFA 

 

Future Events 

Wed, Jan 17 ● RC Vol. Safety Officers Assoc, BOD 6:30 PM. Mtg 7:30 PM, at Monsey FD, with Pres. Lisa 

Castaldo 

 ● RCVFA Ladies Auxiliary, 7:30 PM, at Nanuet FD, with Pres Carol Cich 

Thur, Jan 18 ● RC Fire Chiefs Assoc, 7:30 PM at Congers FD with Pres. Kevin Huslinger  

Tue, Jan 23 ● Association of Fire Districts, 7:30PM, at Tallman FD, with Pres. Vincent Pacella 

Thur, Jan 25 ● Fire Advisory Board, 7:30 PM, @FTC, elections with Chairperson Lisa Castaldo 

Fri, Jan 26 ● NJ&NY VFA, 8:00 PM, at Piermont FD, (63th Consecutive Year), 554 Piermont Ave, Piermont 

NY, with Pres Anthony Chido 
 

To view this newsletter on line, please go to the following web site: 

http://www.rcvfa.com/trumpet.html 
Thanks to Sheryl Rose, Stuart Gates, and John Kryger 

Please email Sheryl Rose with any Fire Department news, dates of events, fundraisers, etc. SherylERose58@gmail.com  

 

http://www.rcvfa.com/trumpet.html
mailto:SherylERose58@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 FROM THE  

FIRE COORDINATOR’S OFFICE 
                  

 
 

After a quiet stretch over the past few months, we started to get busy once again here in Rockland. Over the past several weeks, 

we have had two house fires in Tallman, one in Nanuet and two in Hillcrest. (for a while, Thiells FD were the only ones really 

catching work!) As always, we continue to do great work, especially with some of the advanced conditions a few have been 

confronted with. Unfortunately, there was one fatality in the Village of New Hempstead on the morning of December 1st. 

Hillcrest volunteers responded to find heavy fire from the windows, eaves, and roof area on the #4 side of the dwelling (#1 & 

#3 side too). Shorthanded, Hillcrest made an aggressive attack knocking down a bulk of fire quickly. Hoarding conditions were 

rampant within the dwelling creating dangerous conditions. Searches were conducted, (in addition to VES) although very 

difficult with the hoarding situation. Unfortunately, the male victim was found under debris and deceased between the kitchen 

and the dining room. No working smoke detectors were found, and it appears that the victim was heading towards the fire 

which appeared to have started in a family/living room. When we receive reports of possible victims trapped or still in a 

building, it is always very difficult to conduct a search, especially in high fire conditions and in particular hoarding. Although 

we must be aggressive, we must also be smart. We can easily put ourselves in dangerous conditions (yes, beyond knowing our 

job is inherently dangerous) that we are really not accustomed too. Such as hoarding, where you must climb over and through 

tons of items and junk to make any efficient efforts. Conditions like this can delay our searches and we must be aware of the 

current fire conditions, line placement, back up lines and how our manpower is. It’s not like searching a well-maintained home, 

in layouts we are familiar with. Take that extra second and get the overall picture of what is going on and what may happen 

next. Communication is extremely important between command and all members on the fireground. Be aggressive but be smart 

and be safe. And remember, please keep an eye on all of your members who have responded to a fatality incident. Check in on 

them. There is always assistance that can be provided to each member individually or as a group. If you are ever in question, 

please reach out to my office. Wishing everyone a Happy Hannukah and a Merry Christmas!  


